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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Objections 

1 . Claims 17-32 are objected to because of the following informalities: The claims 
are objected to since the preamble describing the invention is not consistent with the 
scope of the claimed invention as defined in the body of the claim. The preamble to the 
claims should be amended as -A safety lock mounted with a door and frame 
comprising,... - to be consistent in scope with the claimed invention wherein is required 
"a stop shoulder arranged adjacent to the frame" and "a locking means arranged 
adjacent to the door" for example. Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 CISC §112 

2. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

3. Claims 17-33 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

Regarding claim 17 (and its dependents), the word "means" is preceded by the 
word(s) "abutment" in an attempt to use a "means" clause to recite a claim element as a 
means for performing a specified function. However, since no function is specified by 
the word(s) preceding "means," it is impossible to determine the equivalents of the 
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element, as required by 35 U.S.C. 112, sixth paragraph. See Ex parte Klumb, 159 
USPQ 694 (Bd. App. 1967). 

Regarding claim 23, the word "means" is preceded by the word(s) "hook" in an 
attempt to use a "means" clause to recite a claim element as a means for performing a 
specified function. 

As regards claim 28, to be consistent with the disclosed invention, "against" 
should be replaced with -towards--. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

5. Claims 17-20, 22-30, and 33 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by U.S. Pat. No. 654,723 to Franks. 

Franks '723 teaches Applicant's claimed invention including : a "stop shoulder" - 
including 3,4, where term "adjacent" is broad enough to include the illustrated 
arrangement particularly as shown in Fig 2 for example, a "locking means" - including 
5,7, the "end part" - portion of 5,7,10 that will inherently contact door edge as the door 
is opened as shown in Fig 1 . 

As regards claims 18, 19 for example, the functional recitations result in broad 
scope of claim since no particular structure is defined that might be relied upon to 
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patentably distinguish from the prior art which inherently functions in such manner as to 
read on broad limitations. 

As regards claim 23, the overhanging and recess portions of 3,4 function 
equivalent to a hook and as best understood read on limitation. 

As regards claim 25, the door of Franks 723 reads on broad limitation for a 
"bridging rigid blocking element". The law of anticipation requires that a distinction be 
made between the invention described or taught and the invention claimed. It does not 
require that the reference "teach" what the subject patent teaches. Assuming that a 
reference is properly "prior art," it is only necessary that the claims under consideration 
"read on" something disclosed in the reference, i.e., all limitations of the claim are found 
in the reference, or "fully met" by it. Kalman v. Kimberly-Clark Corp., 218 USPQ 789. 

6. Claims 17-27 and 29-33 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by U.S. Pat. Application No. 4,048,822 to Luling. 

Lulling '822 teaches Applicant's claimed invention including : a "stop shoulder" - 
including 12, a "locking means" - including 14,15,22, the "end part" - including 
engaging 12 as shown in fig 2. 

As regards claim 21, limitation of "frame" is broad enough to include 11 and 12. 

As regards claim 23, 11 includes overhanging edge equivalent in function to 

hook. 

As regards claim25, Hamer '923 discloses "bridging rigid blocking element" - 7. 
As regards claim 27, a "recess" is provided by vertice of parts 1,2. 
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7. Claims 17-30 and 33 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
U.K. Pat. Application No. 2 346 923 to Hamer. 

Hamer '923 teaches Applicant's claimed invention including : a "stop shoulder" - 
including 11, a "locking means" - including 1,2,5,6, the "end part" - including 2. 
As regards claim 21 , limitation of "frame" is broad enough to include 1 1 . 
As regards claim 23, 1 1 includes overhanging edge equivalent in function to 

hook. 

As regards claim25, Hamer '923 discloses "bridging rigid blocking element" - 7. 
As regards claim 27, a "recess" is provided by vertice of parts 1 ,2. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

8. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

9. Claim 21 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over U.S. 
Pat. No. 654,723 to Franks. 

Although parts 3,4 include a recess, it is not located "in the frame" as claimed. It 
would have been an obvious design choice or engineering expedient for one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time of the invention to mount 7 on the door and provide a recess in 
the frame similar to that provided by parts 3,4, since it has been held that a mere 
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reversal of the essential working parts of a device involves only routine skill in the art. 
In re Einstein, 8 USPQ 167. 

Conclusion 

10. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 

applicant's disclosure. 

U.S. Pat. No. 2,407,900 to Paul. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Gary Estremsky whose telephone number is 571 272- 
7055. The examiner can normally be reached on T,W,Th,F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Patricia Engle can be reached on 571 272-6660. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



Gary Esjremsky 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 3673 




